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27. Despite directing a high profile media campaign claiming that floor
mat entrapment was the true cause for the high incidence of sudden acceleration in
Toyota and Lexus vehicles, Toyota was aware by September 2009 that other
potential causes for the problem existed, and had not ruled out electrical problems
as the potential cause of the unintended acceleration events.

28.  On January 21, 201 0, Toyota issued a voluntary safety recall on select
Toyota vehicles for sticking accelerator pedals. Toyota claimed that the problems
with the accelerators were due to wear issues which could cause the pedals to be
harder to depress, slow to return, or stuck in a partially depressed position. As part
of its January 21, 2010 announcement, Toyota recalled a limited population of
certain class vehicles, Toyota did not include any Lexus or Scion vehicles in its
recall effort.

29.  Toyota knew at the time of the January 21, 2010 recall that problems
with the accelerator pedal were not limited to wear issues. On January 26, 2010,
Toyota called an immediate halt of all sales of certain class vehicles, Toyota also
announced plans to suspend production of a limited number of vehicles.

30. At the same time that Toyota was representing to the public that the
only potential causes for unintended acceleration were floor mats or defective
accelerator pedals, Toyota was aware that other potential causes, including
electrical issues involving the ETCS-i module were to blame.

31.  Toyota’s public representations were contrary to the information
Toyota shared with Congressional sub-committees that were investigating the
problem with sudden acceleration of Toyota vehicles. On January 27, 2010,
Toyota admitted to members of the House Committee on Energy and Commerce
that sticking accelerator pedals could not explain certain sudden acceleration
events involving high-speeds. Toyota also admitted that contrary to public
statements claiming that Toyota first became aware of sticking pedals in October
2009, it had reports of sticking pedals from at least as early as April or May 2009,
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